Reptiles,of Mauritius

Imagine Mauritius

371 years ago

Before people lived in
Mauritius

Pristine Maurmus
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« Except for bats, Mauritius never used to have mammals
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¢ With no terrestrial mammals, Mauritius was a reptile and
bird dominated island

1638 people settled in Mauritius
and the forests were rapidly destroyed

Round Island Round Island

« One of the few places not invaded by rats - the worst * Bleeashernt alsstslopgptns bedidryppiitations of other
invasive animal in the World Cldbamaic ool oot o Lo otilo C oo o

Cryptoblepharus boutonii




Other Islands of importance
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« With the threats that caused the loss of the
reptiles removed from some of the islands
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* We have started moving endangered reptiles back
to islands where they used to occur

Keel-scaled boa

Top predator of
Mauritius

Completely
harmless to us




Black River Gorges National Park

« Just as important for Mauritian reptiles

Upland forest day gecko Macchabé skink

Black River Gorges National Park

» Just as important for Mauritian reptiles
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Ornate day gecko Blue-tailed day gecko

Black River Gorges National Park

¢ Just as important for Ma

uritian reptiles
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Lowland forest day gecko

Like the reptiles on the islands

* They serve a major role in the ecosystem

Like the reptiles on the islands

e They serve a major role in the ecosystem
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Like the reptiles on the islands

* They serve a major role in the ecosystem




Bouton’s skink

Native - not restricted to
Mauritius

Found on several islands
— Lost from most of Mauritius
— Poste Layfayette

— Cap Malheureux

Introduced animals are the greatest threat,
especially if they reach the islands

Mauritian reptiles are part of the
Nation’s Heritage
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We are working to protect these reptiles,
but we have many challenges
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@ these unique animals is
AN dependent upon your pg
awareness and help in
preventing extinction



